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Uses of Data in Criminal Justice
	Data analytics brings together large data amounts in several ways to uncover previously unseen patterns. Data analytics uses the computer’s processing power to accumulate and correlate hundreds of data points rather than working with one or two data points. In the criminal justice system, data analysts can correlate data, including drug conviction members, crime rates, and recidivism rates, with other sources of data such as educational attainment and poverty crimes. This paper will describe one way in which data is used in criminal justice then describe a data analysis tool applicable in a future role in the field. The paper will also explain how the data tool might improve decision-making, work outcomes, and public safety.
Data Analysis for Crime Prevention in Criminal Justice
	Law enforcement organizations can bring together crime data, which can reflect unemployment rates, truancy rates, and vandalism incidences. This crime data can be effective in uncovering both extensive and profound correlations that affect crime. Geotagging of the data collected allows law enforcement organizations to narrow the data further and use it to predict where and when specific crimes will most probably happen. In crime prevention, predictive analytics is largely applied based on the respective predictive methodologies (Taroni, Bozza, Biedermann, Garbolino& Aitken, 2010). The first predictive methodology is the analysis of space where crime mapping is used to identify criminal hotspots. This predictive methodology helps law enforcement organizations to understand characteristics associated with high-crime areas, including entertainment and transportation routes. Analysis of time and space is the second predictive methodology, where clustering methods are used to detect regions that are most likely to have criminal cases based on previous crime hotspots. Hotspot maps can be easily read and can be useful to officers when they need to make quick and informed decisions concerning time allocation during shifts.
Data Analysis Tool: FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Statistics
	The FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Statistic is a data analysis tool that includes data statistics on seven crimes classified of either property crime or violent crime (Uniform Crime Reporting Statistics, 2018). Data on violent crimes include rape, murder, robbery, and assault, while property crime data include burglary, arson, motor vehicle theft, and larceny-theft. The UCR is beneficial to law enforcement organizations and covers all operation aspects ranging from budgeting formulation to actual policing to facilitate development efforts in local communities. The UCR statics provide information within parameters like national and state crime estimates from the year 1960 to the latest available year (Uniform Crime Reporting Statistics, 2018).To ensure uniformity and enhanced quality of the data published by the UCR, FBI training instructors are present to provide on-site training for law enforcement organizations taking part in the UCR Program. 
Importance of the FBI’s UCR Data Analysis Tool in Criminal Justice
	The FBI’s UCR data analysis tool is useful in improving work outcomes as criminal justice researchers use it to study crime rates and device ways to enhance the criminal justice system (Bachman &Schutt, 2013). Consequently, the data collected can be used to change policies and shift attitudes towards police and crimes to improve outcomes in the respective criminal justice organization. Improved and strategic decision-making is also made successful using the FBI’s UCR data analysis tool as local, state, and federal policymakers use the timely and accurate crime data collected to make informed budgetary decisions. Policymakers also use the data to make decisions concerning the needed resources to address various types of crimes.
Conclusion
	In summary, data is vital in the field of criminal justice and can be used in several ways, including crime prevention through predictive methodologies. The FBI’s UCR data analysis tool is used in providing information to law enforcement organizations on state and nationals crimes from 1960 to the most recent year available. The advantage of using the FBI’s UCR data analysis tool is the ability to make informed decisions based on the collected data for budgetary allocation and in addressing different types of crimes.
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